
POLITICAL PARTIES SHOULD COMMIT TO:

1.  Reviewing the Child Protection system in Scotland in line with the implementation of the 
Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 2014.

2.  Protecting all children and young people in Scotland equally from violence through the 
removal of the existing legal defence for assaulting a child.

3.  Prioritising early intervention and prevention and ensuring that funding matches the 
rhetoric so that vulnerable children and young people and their families are able to 
access appropriate family support services. This includes recognising the value of 
rights-based interventions such as Family Group Conferencing. 

4.  Recognising the complex and challenging role that kinship carers have in caring for some 
of the most vulnerable children and young people, often in difficult circumstances, and 
ensuring that kinship care families are fully informed and supported.

5.   Mitigating against the damaging effects of welfare reform and reducing child poverty and 
the associated attainment and opportunity gaps as a matter of urgency.

6.  Developing community capacity building and engagement in recognition of the impact 
that it can have on keeping children and young people safe and nurtured.

7.  Ensuring that high-quality, timely and fully resourced trauma recovery services are 
consistently available for children, young people and their families who have experienced 
abuse.

8.  Fully meeting the mental health needs of Scotland’s children and young people through a 
range of high-quality holistic support services that do not keep them waiting.

9.  Serious reform to the current arrangements for child victims and witnesses of crime 
so that children are fully supported, have their best interests and rights realised and 
involvement in the Justice System causes no harm.  

10.  Full incorporation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and adopting 
a child rights-based approach whereby children are identified as rights holders and duty 
bearers are clearly informed and trained about children’s rights.

Children 1st is Scotland’s National Children’s Charity. We work in 18 local authority areas and 
provide four national services. We help Scotland’s families to put children first, with practical 
advice and support in difficult times and we help Scotland’s communities to play their part in 
looking out for and protecting children. We believe that with the right support, most children 
can thrive within their families. When the worst happens, we support survivors of abuse, neglect, 
and other traumatic events in childhood, to recover. We listen to Scotland’s children and families 
and when their rights are not respected, we speak out.

Children 1st has set out below the specific changes that we believe are necessary to ensure that 
every child or young person in Scotland has the best possible start in life, living free from abuse, 
neglect and violence.  
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