
Welcome to this summer edition of the newsletter. It has been a very busy year - we hope that this finds 

you well and that you manage to get a chance to enjoy some summer weather (here or elsewhere!). 

The newsletter is designed to keep you updated with news about the Safeguarders Panel and the         

Children’s Hearings System, as well as highlighting relevant issues. We would welcome your thoughts for     

improvement and any suggestions that we could consider for our next newsletter in the autumn.   
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Team Update 

At the Safeguarders Panel Team we have said 

goodbye to Shakira Akhtar (Service Supervi-

sor) and have welcomed Himi Bhatnagar as 

our new Service Supervisor (full time). 

We moved office in April from Boroughloch 

Square to Children 1st’s Whitehouse Loan    

office in Edinburgh.  

 

Support Sessions 

The current round of support sessions are well 

underway and have focused on safeguarder 

practice in relation to the Practice Standards. 

These sessions have provided a one to one 

opportunity to discuss and reflect on practice 

and performance in the role, with the overall 

focus being on the best interests of the child.  

The next round will focus on report sampling. 

Arrangements are now in place between SCRA 

and the Safeguarders Panel Team for          

safeguarders’ reports to be accessed and 

available for this purpose. Details can be       

accessed here.  
 

Recruitment 

Recruitment has begun for new safeguarders 

with interviews planned for September.         

Pre-appointment training modules are taking 

place from the end of October to mid January 

2017. After this pre-appointment training and 

assessment has been successfully completed 

it is hoped that recommendations for            

appointment will be made in early February for 

an appointment start of May 2017. 

 

Keeping information safe 

We are working with partner agencies to ensure 

that safeguarders’ personal information, and chil-

dren’s information is kept securely. We welcome 

hearing about issues like receiving the wrong or 

incomplete papers or the inappropriate sharing of 

safeguarder details in order to support you. 

 

Annual Report  

The annual report for 2015-16 is being compiled 

and the summary will be published here by the 

end of the summer.  

 

http://www.children1st.org.uk/media/320615/FINAL-Practice-Standards-for-Safeguarders-JUNE-2015.pdf
http://www.children1st.org.uk/media/363552/Information-for-safeguarders-on-Report-Sampling.pdf
http://www.children1st.org.uk/what-we-do/our-services/search-our-services/safeguarders-panel/for-safeguarders/resources-publications-and-toolkits/


The Children’s Hearings Improvement  

Partnership (CHIP) 

CHIP is seeking to advance and embed its work 

and strong partnership approach by considering 

how the activities and partnerships could assist 

in a more localised way. A number of options 

are being considered to provide useful local   

forums for issues and concerns to be raised.  

The learning and development sub group     

continues to progress work on the strategy to 

implement local joint learning opportunities for 

the respective roles at and around hearings.  

One of the priority activities for CHIP in 2015/16 

was the creation of a statement of vision and 

values which reflects the enduring ethos of the 

Children’s Hearings System.  

The vision and values were to include the      

following key components:- 

 understanding of each other’s roles and 
responsibilities in the Hearings System 

 respect for the roles and responsibilities of 
others – demonstrated through              
constructive, positive behaviours,         
consistent with the ethos of the Hearings 
System 

 a commitment to the principle of            
paramount concern of ‘best interests’ of 
the child/young person in all elements of 
our contributions, actions and decision 
making 

 
Research is being undertaken by SCRA on 

what makes hearings better. This was         

commissioned by the CHIP Tripartite group to 

consider what makes hearings work well from 

the perspective of those involved. Some      

safeguarders have taken part in the focus 

groups. This work when completed will lead to 

standards for children’s hearings. 

CHIP has now launched its website and can be 

found at: http://www.chip-partnership.co.uk/  

 

Safeguarder research  

On 21 July the Scottish Government put out to 

tender an evaluation of the role of the          

safeguarder in the Children’s Hearings System. 

The research will focus on identifying and    

quantifying the added value safeguarders bring 

to proceedings in the provision and promotion of 

earlier, better and more defensible decision 

making for and about children. This work forms 

part of the current scrutiny of practice in and 

around the Children’s Hearings System within 

the Child Protection Improvement Programme 

(CPIP). Other areas within the CPIP programme 

include better hearings work (the mutual respect 

agenda and focus on participation), a review of 

appeals and court rules in relation to human 

rights, advocacy development and work around 

16/17 year olds. The safeguarder research will 

start in September 2016 and will report in early 

2017.   

 

Safeguarder Fees, Expenses & Allowances 

The Scottish Government have updated the    

policy for Safeguarder Fees, Expenses and     

Allowances and the latest version is now        

available here. This updated version of the policy 

seeks to clarify areas that were unclear in the 

previous version of the document.  
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http://www.chip-partnership.co.uk/
http://www.children1st.org.uk/media/368192/Safeguarder-Fees-Expenses-Allowances-Guidance-v3.pdf


Named Person – Supreme Court judgement 

The Supreme Court judgment on the named     

person was published on 28 July. The Supreme 

Court’s judgment: 

 described the named person policy as 

“unquestionably legitimate and benign” 

 ruled that the principle of providing a named 

person for every child does not breach     

human rights and is compatible with EU law 

 rejected the petitioners’ argument that the 

legislation relates to reserved matters 

 ruled that the information-sharing provisions 

of the Children and Young People 

(Scotland) Act are incompatible with Article 

8 of the European Convention on Human 

Rights and that changes are needed to 

make those provisions compatible with     

Article 8. 
 

Scottish Government needs to amend the          

information-sharing provisions in the Act to make 

clearer how they will be operated in a way       

compliant with data protection and human rights 

law. This needs to happen before commencement 

of those provisions and will require the agreement 

of the Scottish Parliament. The Scottish Govern-

ment are working now to assess what that means 

for timescale for implementation. In the meantime, 

it will continue to progress with preparing for      

implementation of the Named Person and related 

provisions; and support current good practice. 

New Children’s Minister 

New Children’s Minister Mark McDonald MSP has 

been appointed as Minister for Childcare and Early 

Years. He has already met with officials for a brief 

on the Hearings System, including safeguarders’ 

issues.  

Training 

The evaluation responses and feedback from the 

training in February/March have been collated, 

and the overview will shortly be made available 

here. 

The Information Commissioner’s Office recently 

provided training for safeguarders on data       

protection issues relevant to the role, which was 

very positively received. A further date        

(10.00-12.30 on 10 August in Glenrothes) has 

been arranged to allow an opportunity for those 

not able to attend. 

The dates for the next round of mandatory      

training have been circulated. Thank you to those 

who have already booked places. The training 

will focus on the impact of parental substance 

misuse on children, and continue the communi-

cation and participation theme. With this in mind, 

we’ve highlighted some information below from 

our partners which focuses on facilitating the par-

ticipation of children and young people. 

The afternoon will look at report writing and the 

work being developed by the practice working 

group on reports. 

 

Participation of children and young people  

The Resources for Partners section of SCRA web-

site includes information and resources on how to 

support children and young people attending Hear-

ings. It includes a briefing sheet for social workers 

on improving the participation and engagement of 

children, young people and families in the         

Children’s Hearings System. 
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http://www.children1st.org.uk/what-we-do/our-services/search-our-services/safeguarders-panel/for-safeguarders/training/
http://www.children1st.org.uk/what-we-do/our-services/search-our-services/safeguarders-panel/for-safeguarders/training/
http://www.scra.gov.uk/resources_articles_category/resources-for-partners/


SCRA Report – New Model Hearings Room 

Recently, SCRA decided to try out a hearing room 

in the Glasgow Hearings Centre designed by, and 

for, children and young people with experience of 

the Children’s Hearings System. 

The views of those who have used the room 

(including safeguarders) have been used to      

evaluate it, before considering whether to roll out 

the new look Hearing Room in other areas and/or 

extend its use in Glasgow. View evaluation report. 

Children’s Hearings Scotland (CHS) published 

'You Said, We Did!', - a review of CHS'              

participation activity written especially for children 

and young people. 

 

SCRA’s Practice Direction Notes 

SCRA has added Practice Direction 28: Transla-

tion and Interpretation for Referral and Children’s 

Hearings to its existing Practice Directions. It    

outlines the general principles, and highlights that 

the focus on effective participation applies just as 

much to the translation and interpretation needs of 

hearing-impaired participants and visually-impaired 

participants as it does to those whose needs relate 

to a limited understanding of English.  

It also provides an Appendix of best practice 

standards for engaging with interpreters instructed 

by SCRA. 

 

Children’s Panel Members  

Over the last six months we have been involved in 

many local events across the country for panel 

members. These events are so important to       

ensure that panel members have a good under-

standing of the ‘role of the safeguarder’. We would 

like to thank all the safeguarders that have been 

involved in these events so far. If you are           

interested in supporting any training for the panel 

members please get in touch with a member of the 

team or with your support manager. 

A Quick Guide for Children’s Panel Members has 

been developed by CHS. It is intended to comple-

ment the CHS Practice and Procedure Manual 

where a quick reference to the most relevant legal 

tests and/or good practice information is required. 

CHS has produced a leaflet, ‘All About Panel 

Members’, aimed at children which is designed to 

help answer some of the questions children may 

have about panel members and children’s       

hearings.  
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http://www.scra.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Pilot-Hearing-Room-evaluation-report-2016.pdf
http://www.chscotland.gov.uk/our-publications/participation/2016/06/you-said,-we-did/
http://www.scra.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Practice-Direction-28-Translation-and-Interpretation-for-Referrals-and-Childrens-Hearings.pdf
http://www.scra.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Practice-Direction-28-Translation-and-Interpretation-for-Referrals-and-Childrens-Hearings.pdf
http://www.scra.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Practice-Direction-28-Translation-and-Interpretation-for-Referrals-and-Childrens-Hearings.pdf
http://www.scra.gov.uk/about-scra/role-of-the-reporter/
http://www.chscotland.gov.uk/our-publications/practice/2016/03/quick-guide-for-childrens-panel-members/
http://www.chscotland.gov.uk/recent-news/2016/03/new-leaflet-for-children/
http://www.chscotland.gov.uk/recent-news/2016/03/new-leaflet-for-children/

