
Welcome to the winter edition of the Safeguarders Panel newsletter. The newsletter is designed to keep 
you updated with news about the Safeguarders Panel and the Children’s Hearings System, as well as 
highlighting relevant issues. We hope you enjoy reading and, as always, if you have any feedback or  

questions please get in touch with the team. 

 

  Winter 2016 

Mandatory Training Sessions 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the 
most recent round of mandatory training which   
focused on the impact of parental substance use 
on children. The feedback captured on each   
training day suggests that on the whole the     
training has been positively received. Electronic       
versions of the handouts from the training have 
been circulated to all safeguarders.  

The next round of mandatory training will focus on 
the role of the safeguarder in appointments where 
permanency or adoption is being considered.  
There will be an opportunity to discuss practice  
issues in relation to safeguarders being asked to 
comment or recommend on contact, particularly 
where permanence is being considered and      
contribute to the development of a practice note 
on the topic. 

This training will take place in February/March 
2017 and the dates for this have been circulated to 
safeguarders. If you have not yet signed up for 
one of the dates, please contact the team as soon 
as possible.  

 

Panel Member Training 

The Children’s Hearings Scotland Training Unit 
have approached the Safeguarders Panel Team 
requesting safeguarders to participate in new pan-
el member training. There are multiple new panel 
member training events taking place across the 
country throughout February. This will be a great 
opportunity to provide input on the role of the    
safeguarder which will benefit panel members in 
developing their understanding of the role.  

Should you wish to volunteer your services for 
such an event, please contact Himi Bhatnagar at 
the team by Wednesday 28

th
 December via email 

at safeguarderspanel@children1st.org.uk. 

 

Getting it Right in the Children's Hearings     

System Events 

CELCIS is holding a series of free national half-day 
seminars for managers and practitioners, including 
safeguarders. These events will provide local   
agencies a forum to exchange information and 
learning, with the ultimate aim of having a positive 
impact on outcomes and experiences for children, 
young people and families within the Children's 
Hearings System. Further events will take place 
from February 2017 and dates will be posted on the 
CELCIS website. If anyone would like to register 
their interest to be advised when the dates are live, 
they can contact CELCIS directly at  
celcis.learning@strath.ac.uk.  
Please note that the Safeguarders Panel Team is 
not involved in the organisation of these events and 
will not be in a position to meet any associated 
costs.  

mailto:Himi.Bhatnagar@children1st.org.uk
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Keeping information safe 

Safeguarders have started to receive annual    
renewal reminders for ICO registration and are 
acting on them to keep data controller registration 
up to date.  Please keep an eye for the reminders 
that come via email and letter.   

 

We have had a couple of incidents which have 
resulted in data breaches and while they are a   
rare occurrence they can cause a significant 
amount of distress to those affected.  Such       
incidents serve as a timely reminder for all of us to 
review the measures we have put in place to meet 
our data management responsibilities.  The most 
recent incident involved the loss of sensitive     
information in a public place and sufficient care 
had not been taken to hold information securely.  
The data management policy is a useful resource 
when considering responsibilities.   

 

Appointments/allocations 

The latest figures for safeguarder appointments 
by children’s hearings and sheriffs across      
Scotland, for the period April to December 2016, 
are available here. 

 

Research 

SCRA published their annual report on           
27

th 
October 2016. This can be accessed here.  

SCRA also completed their fourth national survey 
of children, young people, parents and carers   
attending children’s hearings. The aim of this   
survey was to assess the performance of the   
service SCRA provide and identify areas for     
improvement. The report, published on 20

th 
      

October 2016, is available here.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

With the increase in solicitors attending children’s 
hearings, research was undertaken by CELCIS – 
commissioned by the Scottish Legal Aid Board – 
to examine the role, impact and training needs of 
solicitors and how best to achieve a fair and    
consistent approach to monitoring and             
compliance. Access the full report here.  
 
CELCIS has dedicated the month of November to 
all things permanence. Their website will include 
blogs, videos, podcasts and case studies with 
news of the work going on around Scotland to  
reduce waiting times for children and young     
people to secure a long-term, safe and secure 
permanent home. See CELCIS website for further 
information. 
 
First Minister, Nicola Sturgeon, recently an-
nounced to the Scottish Parliament her           
commitment to an independent review of the care 
system, to ensure Getting it Right for Looked After 
Children and Young People is delivered in 
full.  The review will look at the legislation,       
practice, culture and ethos of the care system by 
listening to and working in close partnership with 
children and young people who have experience 
of care.   
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http://www.children1st.org.uk/media/4360/safeguarders-data-management-policy-and-guidance-with-march-2016-amendment.pdf
https://www.children1st.org.uk/media/5872/safeguarder-appointments-apr-dec-2016.pdf
http://www.scra.gov.uk/resources_articles_category/annual-report/
http://www.scra.gov.uk/resources_articles_category/research/
https://www.celcis.org/knowledge-bank/search-bank/role-solicitors-childrens-hearings-system/
https://www.celcis.org/our-work/key-areas/permanence/
https://www.celcis.org/our-work/key-areas/permanence/
http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2015/11/2344/0
http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2015/11/2344/0


Safeguarder Recruitment  

Safeguarder recruitment is well underway with 
pre-appointment training & assessment taking 
place through to mid-January. Recommenda-
tions will be made to Scottish Government     
Ministers for consideration of appointments to 
begin in May 2017.  We will update existing 
safeguarders when new safeguarders have  
successfully completed their training and        
assessment for appointment to the               
Safeguarders Panel. 

 

Support Sessions & Reappointments 

A communication was emailed to all safeguard-
ers on 14

th
 November 2016, with an updated 

summary of the reappointment process and an 
amended Performance Support & Monitoring 
Framework. With many safeguarders due to be 
considered for re-appointment in 2017, there is 
an opportunity to discuss the process with your 
support manager in your support sessions in the 
coming weeks. In the meantime, if you have any 
immediate questions please contact the team. 

 

 

 

Safeguarders Panel Team –  

Christmas Opening Times 

 

Below are our office opening times during the  
festive season. 

Friday 23
rd

 December: 9am - 3:30pm 

Monday 26
th

 December: CLOSED 

Tuesday 27
th

 December: CLOSED 

Wednesday 28
th

 December: 11am - 3 pm 

Thursday 29
th

 December: 11am - 3pm 

Friday 30
th

 December: 11am – 3pm 

Monday 2
nd

 January: CLOSED 

Tuesday 3
rd

 January: CLOSED 

 

May we take this opportunity to send you all our 
best wishes over the Christmas period.  
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http://www.children1st.org.uk/media/5823/performance-support-and-monitoring-framework-for-safeguarders-oct-16.pdf
http://www.children1st.org.uk/media/5823/performance-support-and-monitoring-framework-for-safeguarders-oct-16.pdf

