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Consultation for kinship carers about the new Kinship Care Order  
 
The Children and Young People Act (CYPA) was passed by the Scottish Parliament this 
year. Part 13 the Act establishes a kinship care order and a duty on local authorities to 
provide additional assistance and support for some kinship care families who take out an 
order.  
 
The Scottish Government already have an outline and ideas about what they think the 
kinship care assistance should look like but they want your views to help them. This survey 
will ask your opinions about what kinship care assistance should be, who should get 
it, and how they should get it.  
 
We would like all kinship carers to take part! 
 
 
 
How to take part: 
 
Please fill in the form and post it back to us  
 
If you would prefer to do this survey over the phone, or would like more copies of the survey 
please call Sarah Vernon on 0131 446 3986 or by email: 
sarah.vernon@children1st.org.uk 
 
Everything you tell us will remain confidential. This means we will not tell anyone who you 
are or what you told us. Responses will be pulled together into a report which will be 
presented to the Scottish Government and other interested organisations. 
 
Please send your completed survey back to us by 30th September 2014 
 
FREEPOST RSGE-ZGBB-EKCJ 
CHILDREN 1ST POLICY TEAM 
83 Whitehouse Loan 
Edinburgh 
EH9 1AT 
 
It won't cost you anything to post it back.  Many thanks for taking part. 
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Before you take part in the survey, you may like to read this information about the 
intention behind the kinship care order: 
 
The Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 2014 sets out the legal basis for how 

kinship care assistance will work. Now the Scottish Government will be writing secondary 

legislation and guidance documents about the kinship care assistance which will explain 

the detail about how the kinship care assistance will work in practice, will lay out the types 

of assistance kinship care families may get if they take out a kinship care order and will 

explain specifically who can get this assistance, and how and when they can get it.  

 

The kinship care order is an order that kinship carers can apply for through the courts. It is 

not a new order – from April 2015 a person who has a section 11 residence order (for 

parental responsibilities and rights, residence or guardianship) will be deemed to have a 

“kinship care order”.  

 

The point of kinship care assistance under a kinship care order is to provide additional 

support that will offer a more stable and nurturing environment for some kinship care 

families, who do not require regular supervision from the Children’s Hearings System or 

Social Work.  

 

Therefore, the kinship care order and the support that goes with it, is for kinship carer 

families who have children who are not formally “looked after” by the local authority. 

 

 a child is formally “looked after” by the local authority, as a result of a formal 

decision by the court, social work, a Children’s Hearing or the local authority. This 

decision is made when there is serious concern about the welfare of the child, and 

the child will usually have an allocated social worker, and may live with the kinship 

carer. 

 

 a child is not formally “looked after” by the local authority if they live with a 

kinship carer because of a family agreement, or if the kinship carer has a section 11 

residence order, or is a guardian of the child. 
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Part 13 of the new Children and Young People Act means that local authorities will have a 

duty to make arrangements to provide kinship care support (which includes financial and 

non financial support) to certain kinship care families, including: 

 

 a person who is applying for, or thinking about applying for a kinship care order for  

an eligible child 

 a person who holds a kinship care order for an eligible child under 16 years old. 

 an eligible child on a kinship care order and under 16 year old 

 an eligible child over 16, but who was on a kinship care order before they turned 16  

 a person who is a guardian of an eligible child 

 an eligible child who has a guardian 

 

What does this mean?  

For kinship care families to be able to apply for kinship care support under the kinship care 

order – their child must be eligible for support. Therefore not every kinship care family who 

has a kinship care order will be able to receive kinship care assistance. 

 

The Children and Young People (Scotland) Act sets out that an eligible child will be a child 

who is assessed by the local authority and is seen to be at risk of becoming formally 

“looked after” and therefore in need of support to help them in their kinship care family. The 

secondary legislation will set out and explain when a child should be considered at risk. 

 

We want your views about this, and what the support should look like. 

Please turn over to complete the survey 
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Kinship care order consultation survey 
 
Section 1 
 
First  - can you tell us a bit about you and your family: 
 
1. Where do you live? Please circle the local authority in which you live. 
 
Aberdeen   Aberdeenshire    Angus   
 
Argyll and Bute  Clackmannanshire  Dumfries and Galloway  

Dundee   East Ayrshire   East Dunbartonshire  

East Lothian   East Renfrewshire  Edinburgh    

Falkirk    Fife    Glasgow    

Highland   Inverclyde   Midlothian    

Moray    Na h-Eileanan Siar  North Ayrshire   

North Lanarkshire  Orkney   Perth and Kinross   

Renfrewshire   Scottish Borders  Shetland    

South Ayrshire  South Lanarkshire  Stirling    

West Dunbartonshire West Lothian 

 
2. Tell us who is in your family. Please write in the number of people that live in your 
house. 
 
a) Adults_________________________________________________________________ 
 
b) Own children (0-18 years old) ______________________________________________ 
 
c) Grown up children (age over 18 years)________________________________________ 
 
d) Children living with you in a kinship care arrangement (0-18 years old) 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
3. Please tell us about your kinship care arrangement.  
 
Please tick which applies (for information about what these mean, see page 2) 
 
a) Child or children are “looked after by the local authority” (but live with me) 

b) We have a section 11 residence order 

c) Informal kinship care arrangement 

d) Other, please say what ___________________________________________________ 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aberdeen
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aberdeenshire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Angus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Argyll_and_Bute
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clackmannanshire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dumfries_and_Galloway
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dundee
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Ayrshire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Dunbartonshire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Lothian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Renfrewshire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edinburgh
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Falkirk_%28council_area%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fife
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glasgow
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Highland_%28council_area%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inverclyde
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Midlothian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moray
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Outer_Hebrides
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Ayrshire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Lanarkshire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orkney
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perth_and_Kinross
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Renfrewshire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scottish_Borders
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shetland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Ayrshire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Lanarkshire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stirling_%28council_area%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Dunbartonshire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Lothian
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Section 2 
 
Kinship Care assistance for eligible kinship carers who are thinking about or 
applying for a kinship care order. 
 
4. What support do you think these kinship carers should get? Below are some 
ideas– tick the ones most important to you: 
 

 Information about the kinship care order and support under a kinship care order 

 Information and advice on the carer’s legal rights and responsibilities and support  

 Advice about how to apply for a kinship care order 

 Financial help with legal costs to apply for an order 

 Start up grant of cash or in kind support to help with start up costs of looking after a 

child 

 Advice on financial support available including benefits entitlement 

 Advice, information and support around caring for children 

 Advocacy to navigate through legal, health, housing or education systems; 

 Advice and support to deal with contact arrangements for the children 

 Any other suggestions_________________________________________________ 

 

5. What other types of support should be made available?– Please tick 3 options: 

 Emotional support 

 Family Therapy 

 Bereavement/Grief counselling/ therapeutic support about loss (for adult and child) 

 Therapy about the impact of parental substance misuse (for adult and child) 

 Drug & alcohol awareness sessions (for both child and carer) 

 Mental Health Support Services (for both child and carer)  

 Respite for kinship carers and children in their care 

 Family Group Conferencing service (to help the family come together to decide the 

best options for their family) 

Is there anything else? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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6. Legal Costs: 
 
Eligible kinship carers will be able to get financial help with the legal costs of 
applying for a kinship care order.   
 
Who should get this help? Please tick one statement you agree with: 
 
a) All kinship carers who have children who are at risk of becoming formally looked after 
 
OR  
 
b) Kinship carers who have children at risk, and need financial help (such as those on a low 
income) 
 
Why do you think this? 
 
 

 
7. Start up grant: 
 
Another idea for support is a start up grant of £500, which will be given to eligible 
kinship carers who take out a kinship care order. This will be for essential needs for 
children (e.g. furniture, clothing, etc.) 
 
 
Do you think £500 is a reasonable amount for start up costs for one child? 
 
Yes    No    If not how much?_____________________ 
 
 
 
8. Who should get this start up grant? Please tick one statement you agree with: 
 
 
a) All kinship carers who have children at risk of becoming formally looked after 
 
OR 
 
b) Kinship carers who have children at risk, and need financial help (such as those on a low 
income) 
 
 
9. What should the time limit be for a kinship carer to be able to access this start up 
grant? Please tick one statement you agree with: 
 
a) No longer than 12 months after the child has come to live with a kinship carer 
 
b) No longer than 18 months after the child has come to live with a kinship carer 
 
c) No longer than 2 years after the child has come to live with a kinship carer 



7 

 

Section 3 
 
Support for eligible kinship carers who have a kinship care order 
 
Eligible kinship carers who have a kinship care order will be able to access the 
support and assistance in section 2 (the start up grant, legal costs, and other kinship 
care support), as well as the following: 
 
10. Travel costs for section 11 contact order arrangements:  
 
Another idea for support is to provide eligible kinship carers with financial help to 
meet travel costs for a section 11 contact order - to help with birth parent or sibling 
contact arrangements.   
 
Who do you think should get this financial assistance? Please tick one statement 
you agree with: 
 
a) All kinship carers who have children at risk of becoming formally looked after 
 
OR 
 
b) Kinship carers who have children at risk, and need financial help (such as those on a low 
income) 
 
11. How long should the financial help be provided for?  
 
a) For as long as the contact order 
requirements last  
 
b) Up to 3 years 

 
c) Up to 5 years 
 
d) Other _________ 

 
 
How the local authority should decide if a kinship care family needs the financial 
assistance. 
 
12. The Scottish Government suggest that eligible kinship carer families will be able 
to get financial help of the start up grant, help with legal costs and transport costs 
for a section 11 contact order, only if they need financial help. This is to make sure that 
resources, which may be limited, get to those that need it most. They suggest that this 
financial help should apply if you already receive any of the following:   
 

 Income Support (IS) 

 Income-based Job Seeker's Allowance (JSA) 

 Any income related part of Employment and Support Allowance 

 Child Tax Credit (CTC), but not Working Tax Credit, and your income is less than 
£15,910 

 Both maximum child tax credit and maximum working tax credit and your income is 
under £6420 

 Support under Part V1 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

 Universal Credit 
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Do you think this list covers kinship care families that have most financial need? 
 
Yes      No    Not sure  
 
 
If no – what else should be included in the list? 
 

 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
13. Transitional financial support for kinship carers 
 
The Scottish Government suggest that those who apply for a kinship care order, and 
before they did so, their child was formally “looked after” by the local authority – will 
be eligible for transitional financial support for up to 3 years. 
 
This will be a top- up allowance to make sure the kinship care family is not financially 
worse off under the Welfare System if they have decided to move to a Kinship Care 
Order.  
 
For example, a kinship carer of a formally “looked after child” was paid £90 a week in 
kinship care allowance by the local authority, and then  decided to take out a kinship 
care order, the local authority would make sure that they still received that £90 a 
week, for a 3 year period. They would do this either by toping up the amount a 
kinship carer receives in child benefit/ child tax credits to that £90 figure or by 
providing £90 to them if they do not qualify for child tax credits.  
 
 
Do you think this is a good idea? 
 
Yes    No    Don’t know 
 
 
If no - why not? 
 

 
 

 
 

 
14. Do you think the three years of top up financial support is long enough? 
 
Yes    No      
 
If no, why not? ___________________________________________________________ 
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15. If no to question 14 - how long should the top up of financial support last? Please 
tick one statement you agree with: 
 
a) For 5 years  b) For 10 years   c) Until the child turns 16 
 
 
 
16. What other information, advice, and support should be available to a kinship 
carer who has a kinship care order? 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Section 4: Support for eligible children and young people who are on a kinship care 
order (up to 16 years old) 
 
17. What information, advice and support should be available to eligible children and 
young people who are on a kinship care order? Please tick your top 3 options: 
 

 Information about the kinship care order 

 Family Group Conferencing (to help the family come together to decide the best 

options for their family) 

 Abuse and trauma recovery services and support 

 Family Therapy 

 Therapy to help children deal with the impact of parental substance misuse  

 Befriending 

 Bereavement/grief counselling/ therapeutic support about loss 

 Drug & alcohol awareness sessions (for both child and carer) 

 Mental health support services (for both child and carer) 

 Life story work  

 Play therapy 

Please tell us what other support will help children and young people on a kinship care 
order? 
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________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Kinship care assistance for eligible young people aged 16 – 18 years old. 
 
These young people will be able to get kinship care support if: 
 
1) Immediately before they turned 16 years old, they were already on a kinship care order 
and 
 
2) They are assessed as at risk of becoming looked after 
  
These 16 – 18 year olds, in their own right, will be able to access: 
 

 Kinship care information advice and support (talked about in q 17) 
 

 Financial help for essential transport for section 11 contact order 
arrangements  (discussed in q 10) 
 

 Transitional financial support (discussed in q 13)  
 
18. Is there any other support that should be made available to these 16 – 18 year 
olds? 
 
 

 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
________________________________________________________________________ 
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Section 5: 
 
When and how kinship care families can get kinship care support 
 
The Act targets support at those who need it most – kinship care families that have children 
who are at risk of becoming formally looked after.   
 
Families who have children at risk can apply for the kinship care assistance.  
 
The Scottish Government want to set out what “at risk of becoming formally looked after” 
means in the secondary legislation. At the moment, the suggested criteria includes any of 
the points below: 
 

 the child has previously been formally looked after 
 

 the child has a sibling who is or has previously been formally looked after 
 

 the child has a recorded wellbeing need which could place them at risk of becoming 
looked after. This needs to be recorded in a statutory or non-statutory plan related to 
the child’s wellbeing 

 

 the local authority considers that the child may be at risk of becoming looked after 
due to any other reason 

 
 
19. Do you think this list captures kinship care families that need support the most?  
 
Yes     No   Not sure 
 
 
20. What other points should be included in the list to help decide if a child is at risk? 
Please tell us your ideas: 
 
 

 
 

 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
21. Should the local authority take into account the circumstances of the kinship 
carer when they decide a child is at risk? 
 
Yes     No   Not sure 
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22. If yes to question 21 – what should the local authority think about when deciding 
if a child is at risk? Tick your top 2 choices 
 
a) the support needs of the kinship carer 

b) the financial situation of the kinship carer 

c) the housing arrangements of a kinship carer 

d) issues in the kinship carer’s home 

 
Anything else? 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
23. Assessment of need: 
 
Eligible kinship care families will then be able to get an assessment of need to find 
out what support will help their family.  
 
What do you think this assessment should look like? Please tick one statement you 
agree with: 
 
a) Each local authority should provide the same assessment to each kinship care family 
who asks for one. 
 
OR 
 
b) The local authority should be able to decide what the assessment should be  
 
OR 
 
c) The assessment should be flexible to take account of local needs and individual needs of 
a kinship care family - but there should an outline for the assessor to follow. 
 
24. What should the assessment of need take into account? Tick all you think should 
apply:  
 

 the needs of the child 

 if a child has already had a recorded wellbeing need 

 if a child has a child’s plan  

 the support the child already has in place 

 the support needs of siblings 

 the support needs of the kinship carer 

 Anything else? _______________________________________________________ 
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25. If a kinship carer applies for an assessment of need – how soon should they get 
this? Please tick one statement you agree with: 
 
a) Within 1 month of a request 
 
b) Within 3 months of a request 

 
c) Other___________________________ 

 
 
26. How often should the assessment be reviewed? Please tick one statement you 
agree with: 
 
a) Every year 
 
b) Every 2 years 
 
c) Every 3 years 

 
d) Every 5 years 
 
 
e) Other _________________________

 
 
 
27. Should kinship carers be able to request a review of the support they get under a 
kinship care order if there has been a major change in their circumstances? 
 
Yes     No     Don’t know 
 
 
28. Should the local authority be required to tell the person applying for kinship care 
assistance about their decisions and their reasons for it? 
 
 
Yes     No     Don’t know 
 
 
29. Should a kinship care family be able to challenge the decision taken by the local 
authority on the support a family will get?  
 
 
Yes     No     Don’t know 
 
 
30. Is there anything else you would like to say about the kinship care assistance 
under a kinship care order? 
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Thank you for your time, your participation is greatly appreciated! 
 
We will be holding consultation days to discuss the kinship care order in more detail. 
These will be for kinship carers and will be held at the end of September. We will 
contact you with more information about this soon. 
 
Please return this survey to the address written on the front by 30th  September 


