
Welcome to the spring edition of the Safeguarders Panel newsletter. Please get in touch with the 
team if you have any comments or questions about these newsletters. Your thoughts and suggestions 
on the content are welcomed. We hope to contact some of you directly in the near future to get your 

views about improving and developing the nature and content of the newsletter.  

 

Spring 2017 

Safeguarders Panel Re-appointments and            

New Appointments 

Recommendations have now been submitted for     
safeguarders who are due for re-appointment at the 
start of May 2017. The Scottish Government team is 
due to advise at the beginning of April regarding       
decisions with the view to letters being issued to      
safeguarders and having signed reappointment        
acceptance returned by mid April.  A further communi-
cation will follow closer to the time. 

At the end of a selection, training and assessment    
process 27 names were put forward for consideration 
by Ministers to become members of the Safeguarders 
Panel from 1 May 2017. Further information will be pro-
vided once Ministers make their decision regarding 
membership of the Safeguarders Panel. 
 

Staff Changes and Support Sessions 

We are currently undergoing some changes within the 
Safeguarders Panel Team as we head into a new     
contract period. We will communicate more fully to the 
panel as a whole once this process has been          
completed.  This process will involve some changes in 
support managers and once this has been finalised we 
will communicate with you individually regarding this.   
 

Training 

Mandatory training is now underway and events will 
continue through March and early April. Please contact 
the Safeguarders Panel Team if you have any queries                     
about this. 
 

Change to legislation 

In response to the review of the child protection system, 
the Scottish Government has announced that it propos-
es to amend and update offences in the Children and 
Young Persons (Scotland) Act 1937. This change is 

intended to recognise the impact of emotional abuse 
and neglect, as well as physical harm, and is part of a 
range of actions to strengthen the current child         
protection systems.  

Children’s hearings grounds relating to sections 67(b) 
and (c) of the Children’s Hearings (Scotland) Act 2011 
include Schedule 1 offences, which refer to offences 
listed in the Children and Young Persons (Scotland) Act 
1937. 
 

‘For Children and Families’ Webpage  

We have recently updated the Safeguarders Panel    
‘For Children and Families’ section of our website. This 
now includes Frequently Asked Questions which we 
hope will be useful for children and families looking for 
further information on safeguarders.  
 

Safeguarders Panel Leaflets 

In February 2016, we introduced a new leaflet providing 
information on safeguarders for children and young 
people. We welcomed feedback on this to inform a   
review of the leaflet. We were pleased to find that    
feedback received was very positive and indicated that 
the leaflet is proving a helpful tool in explaining the role 
to children and young people. The leaflet working group 
have thus decided not to make any changes to this 
leaflet. 

A few safeguarders did suggest that it would be benefi-
cial to introduce a similar leaflet specifically for adults. 
We have therefore produced an additional leaflet with 
similar content but with wording directed towards adults 
- available here.  

Copies of both leaflets will be posted to all               
safeguarders shortly, as well as to SCRA                  
offices, and additional supplies are a                         
available on request. 
 

 

http://www.children1st.org.uk/what-we-do/how-we-help/safeguarders-panel/for-children-and-families/
http://www.children1st.org.uk/media/5965/safeguarders-panel-information-leaflet-for-children.pdf
http://www.children1st.org.uk/media/5965/safeguarders-panel-information-leaflet-for-children.pdf
http://www.children1st.org.uk/media/5965/safeguarders-panel-information-leaflet-for-children.pdf
https://www.children1st.org.uk/media/5964/safeguarders-panel-leaflet-for-adults.pdf


The Children’s Hearings Partnership (CHIP) -      

Towards Better Hearings 

Some safeguarders contributed to research recently 
commissioned by CHIP - ‘Next steps towards Better 
Hearings: what makes a hearing work well from a    
perspective of those involved and from this develop 
service standards for children’s hearings’. The report 
and the proposed standards arising from the research 
were unanimously supported by CHIP.                      
See the report here.  

This is the beginning of a process that will hopefully 
result in real change for children and young people 
within the Children’s Hearings System. The proposed 
standards are written from the perspective of children 
and young people and what they should expect from 
their experience before, during and after their         
hearings.  

A draft set of actions in support of the proposed    
standards has been developed which require further 
debate beyond CHIP. These include issues relating to 
children and young people’s duties and rights to      
attend/not attend hearings.  

CHIP is also contributing to a wider Child Protection 
Improvement Programme. CPIP was established in 
February 2016 and included a review of the child      
protection system: CPIP report available here. On 
March 2nd, the Minister for Childcare and Early Years, 
Mark McDonald, made a statement in Parliament 
about CPIP: Statement available here. 

 

Safeguarders Panel Team - Easter Holidays 

The service will be closed for Easter weekend from: 

 Friday 14 to Monday 17 April.  

Normal service will resume from Tuesday 18 April.  

If you have planned any time out for this period,       
advance notice would be much appreciated so we do 
not contact you regarding allocations. Please get in 
touch with Francesca in the team. 

 

 

 

 

 

Research/ reports 

Domestic Abuse, Neglect, and GIRFEC: a seminar 

report 

Children in Scotland and Scottish Women’s Aid, with 
support from the Scottish Government, recently ran 
seminars exploring the impact of domestic abuse on 
children and young people.  

Professor Brigid Daniel’s presentation and a summary 
of the key points raised during discussions at the       
seminars are available here. 

The Justice for Children Group, led by Children 1st, 
recently held a successful conference Getting it Right 
for Child Witnesses. This international conference 
brought together delegates from a range of different 
agencies to consider the support to child witnesses in 
Scotland and to hear about the Barnahus (Children’s 
House) in Scandinavia. The day highlighted a real 
commitment to ensuring that support for child witness-
es is child centred. Find out more here and here.  

The School of Social Work and Social Policy, in 
conjunction with SCRA, has just published Research 
Briefing No. 1, February 2017: Supporting Sibling    
Relationships of Children in Permanent Fostering and 
Adoptive Families.  

A new report by the Scottish Centre for Conflict  
Resolution (SCCR) highlights how conflict at home 
causes mental health problems, family breakdown and 
at worst young people leaving, or being asked to leave 
the family home. Find out more about this report here.  

 

Named Persons 

The Deputy First Minister announced on 7th March that 
he will bring forward ahead of the summer recess a Bill 
to include new provisions on when and how             
information can be shared by and with the Named   
Person service. The Bill will address the areas of con-
cern expressed by the Supreme Court in relation to 
Parts 4 & 5 of the Children and Young Persons (Sc) 
Act 2014. The full statement can be accessed here.  
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http://www.chip-partnership.co.uk/2016/10/20/better-hearings-report/
http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2017/03/6005/0
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10818&i=99109
http://www.childreninscotland.org.uk/domestic-abuse-neglect-and-girfec-a-seminar-report
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/homenews/14795775.Call_to_end_court_ordeals_for_child_sex_abuse_victims/
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/fundamental-rights/files/rights_child/9th_b_gudbrandsson.pdf
http://www.scra.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/SWSPresearchbriefing.pdf
http://www.scra.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/SWSPresearchbriefing.pdf
http://www.scra.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/SWSPresearchbriefing.pdf
http://scottishconflictresolution.org.uk/conferences/nurturing-human-relationships-2017
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/People/Young-People/gettingitright

