Spring 2018

Welcome to the spring edition of the Safeguarders Panel newsletter. The newsletter is designed to
keep you updated with news about the Safeguarders Panel and the Children’s Hearings System, as
well as highlighting relevant issues. We hope you enjoy reading and, as always, if you have any
questions or comments please get in touch with the team.

Continuing Professional Development
(CPD) update
There has been an overwhelming positive
response to the current training opportunities and
the pilots of the local engagement events and
evaluation reports will be circulated following final
events. The learning from the local engagement
events is currently being complied into a report
and will be circulated along with a plan for how
this will be replicated and resourced. The CPD
group will be reconvening in late April to look at
how we take forward the learning from the pilot
CPD opportunities and confirm a calendar of
events for the year. Thank you to those who have
responded to the survey gizmo on CPD
opportunities.

to build the national picture we would ask that
you make of us aware of such issues either by
phoning or emailing in. The information will be
collated and used to support best practice in
SCRA.

Safeguarders Panel Team - Staff Update
At the Safeguarders Panel Team we have
recently welcomed two new Service Supervisors/
Support Managers, Michelle Farrell and Richard
Gibbons. We have also said a fond goodbye to
our Service Supervisor Development Lead, Himi
Bhatnagar, and are in the process of recruiting
for a replacement for this role.

CJSM Address
Snapshot of Practice – Help Required
As part of our engagement with system partners
we have regular meetings at strategic and operational level to discuss shared issues and support
improvements. We are currently engaging in a
piece of work with SCRA to support best practice
in meeting the timescales for the notification;
appointment of and subsequent distribution of
papers to safeguarders. Alongside SCRA, we
would like to broaden our understanding of the
prevalence of issues such as late or missing
papers; receipt of the wrong papers; failure to be
notified of a hearing etc. It would also be good to
hear of experiences which have been consistently issue free. We know that safeguarders are very
good at sorting out issues at a local level and
often issues don’t come to our attention, however

We have recently been made aware of a change
of postal address for CJSM applications. We
have updated the Data Management Policy and
Guidance for Safeguarders with CJSM’s up to
date address (see page 26). No other changes
have been made to this policy.

Appointments/Allocations
Click here for the latest figures for safeguarder
appointments by children’s hearings and sheriffs
across Scotland, from January to March 2018.
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Policy Updates

Childhood Adversity

There has been a lot of discussion amongst
senior members of the Scottish Government and
Domestic Abuse
the Scottish Parliament about the impact of
In February 2018 the Scottish Parliament passed
Adverse Childhood Experiences and how we can
the Domestic Abuse (Scotland) Bill, which created
work collaboratively to tackle unresolved trauma.
an offence with respect to an abusive course of
Mary Glasgow, Children 1st’s Acting Chief
behaviour for the first time in Scots Law. It
Executive, was among a number of stakeholders
includes psychological and financial harm as well
who attended a recent event hosted by the First
as physical harm. Children 1st alongside women’s
Minister Nicola Sturgeon and Deputy First Minister
organisations and other children’s organisations
John Swinney and a number of Cabinet officials.
worked to make sure children’s experiences of
You can watch a short film on the event here.
domestic abuse were reflected in the Bill. This
resulted in the inclusion of an aggravator relating Children 1st attended the first Parliamentary
to children. Children 1st also called for the Bill to Cross Party Group on Adverse Childhood
include a parallel offence whereby children can be Experiences and sent in a briefing to help inform
MSPs in advance of the debate on childhood
recognised as victims of the abuse in their own
right, but the Scottish Government decided to look adversity.
at this at a later date.
A short film on an event Children 1st hosted to
More on the Bill is available here.
screen the Resilience documentary is available
here.
Equal Protection

Child Poverty Act 2017
The Scottish Parliament has also recently passed
the Child Poverty Act. This sets targets relating
to the eradication of child poverty and makes
provisions for local and national delivery plans to
meet these targets. This follows the abolition of
the UK Child Poverty Act, 2010 and establishes
Scotland as the only part of the UK with statutory
income targets on poverty. End Child Poverty
figures (available here) recently revealed that
poverty affects children in every part of Scotland,
estimating that in Glasgow 34% of children are
living in poverty.
Children 1st recently responded to the Education
Committee’s enquiry into poverty and attainment.
You can read our response here.

The drafting process for John Finnie’s Members
Bill on Equal Protection is ongoing following the
clear commitment from the Scottish Government
to support the Bill going forward.
Children and the Legal System
The Age of Criminal Responsibility Bill has
recently been laid, which aims to raise the
minimum age of criminal responsibility from 8 to
12. Children 1st continue to work with the Scottish
Government and other stakeholders to consider
how lessons from the “Barnahus” approach to
supporting child victims and witnesses can be
applied in Scotland.

Spring 2018
Children’s Hearing Improvement
Partnership (CHIP) Update - March 2018

Once suitable structures are in place, the next big
step will be Board recruitment.

Updates

CHIP Next Steps

CHIP heard a number of updates from groups
which have relevance to our work including the
Child Protection Improvement Plan.

Following on from our Development Day in
February, CHIP considered a proposal for the
structure of CHIP to move the work of the group
forward over the coming year and a half, building
on the previous work and vision and values of
CHIP.

Our Hearings, Our Voice
A multi-agency planning group have been working
together since 2015 to develop a board of children
and young people for the Children’s Hearings
System, Our Hearings Our Voice (OHOV). The
aim of the board is to provide children and young
people with experience of the Hearings System
the opportunity to have a decision making role in
the continuous improvement and development of
the system, using their direct experience,
knowledge and perspective.
Jacqui Dunbar, the new multi-agency
Development Worker for Our Hearings, Our Voice
has been appointed. As a new initiative there are
a number of structures that need to be developed
and Jacqui has been working on these including
considering how the OHOV Board will influence
the work of CHIP, SCRA and CHS, Data
Governance & Risk Assessments, the recruitment
of a Development Assistant and building positive
working relationships with partners who will support the facilitation of Our Hearings, Our Voice.

There was broad agreement for CHIP to move
forward with inclusive structures that included
work around Better Hearings, Data, Evidence and
Improvement, and Policy work, with a CHIP
programme and planning Board to support the
work of CHIP and carry out the planning for the
CHIP meetings.

New Style Hearing Rooms
New style hearing rooms are being rolled out
across the country and you may have noticed
there are a number already in place. There has
been a change in approach to the design of
Hearings Rooms to ensure a consistent style. This
has involved national consultation with young
people and Children’s Hearings Scotland (CHS)
and three colour schemes have been developed.
It is intended that every hearing centre in Scotland
will have this style of room.

