
Welcome to the autumn edition of the Safeguarders Panel newsletter.                                                               

The newsletter is designed to keep you updated with news about the Safeguarders Panel and the 

Children’s Hearings System, as well as highlighting relevant issues. We hope you enjoy reading. 
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SPT Staff Update 
 

This summer, the SPT welcomed Emma Burke to 
the team as our Administrative Support Assistant. 
Emma had a positive start and settled             
comfortably into her role.  

The SPT also wish to acknowledge the            
commitment and contribution of Yvonne Simpson 
(Support Manager) who has recently left the team 
to take on a new and exciting leadership role. 
Jackie Robeson is covering Yvonne’s position    
going forward.  

Andrew Jackson (Service Manager) will also be 
leaving the SPT around mid-November. Although 
this will be a great loss for the SPT, we wish     
Andrew all the best in his new role.   

 

Research, Policy & Practice   
 

GIRFEC – Named Person  

Safeguarders may be aware that last month, the 
Deputy First Minister, John Swinney, concluded 
that Parts 4 and 5 of the Children and Young 
People (Scotland) Act 2014 relating to the Named 
Person and Child’s Plan will be repealed.  

At the heart of the proposed legislation to support 
the Named person service was an intention to   
allow children and families to receive effective 
and timely support.  However concerns existed 
around confidentiality and information sharing – 
with the Supreme Court finding that elements of 
the Act relating to information sharing were not 

compatible with the European Convention on    
Human Rights – namely the right to privacy and 
family life. Since the legislation was first            
introduced, efforts have failed to find an effective 
solution to this. Safeguarders are invited to read 

the full ministerial statement here.  

Where Safeguarders have child protection        
concerns and information requires to be shared to 
protect a child or individual at risk then consent is 
not required to be sought. In other situations,     
information obtained by the Safeguarder should 
not be disclosed to others, unless in accordance 
with the law (data protection, human rights and 
confidentiality). 

 

Children (Equal Protection) (Scotland) Act 

On 3 October 2019, the Children (Equal           
Protection) (Scotland) Act was passed by the 
Scottish Parliament, meaning children in Scotland 
now have the same protections against assault as 
adults. MSP’s heard evidence on human rights as 
the Bill made its way through the Scottish          
Parliament. Specific articles of the UNCRC that 
relate to protection from physical assault include 
Article 19 (protection from violence) and Article 37 
(protection from torture or other cruel inhuman or 
degrading treatment or punishment). The new Act 
removes the previous statutory defense of          
justifiable assault of a child commonly known as 
‘reasonable chastisement’ (Criminal Justice 
(Scotland) Act 2003).  

 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/getting-right-child/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/getting-right-child/


Research, Policy & Practice  (cont.) 
 

Children’s Hearings Improvement Partnership 

(CHIP) Update 

Our Hearings, Our Voice - A number of the young 
board members also recently submitted their first 
consultation response regarding the incorporation 
of the UNCRC into Scots law. During a UNCRC 
incorporation engagement session, the young 
people were supported to explore and comment 
on some of the key themes within the               
consultation.  Read their full response here and 
read more about the board of children and young 

people here.  
 

Click here for the latest CHIP news, including 
meeting minutes and their quarterly briefing 
sheet.  

 

SCRA  

SCRA has recently published new research       
focusing on the effectiveness of home              
Compulsory Supervision Orders (CSOs) in the 

Children’s Hearings System. Access this here. 

The results highlight the importance of CSOs    
being implemented at an early stage of the child’s 
journey in order to be effective - particularly when 
young people are not attending school or are     
involved in offending. The research also suggests 
a reduction in wellbeing concerns for those      
subject to a home CSO. The information is split 
into different subject categories for ease of      
reading. Of particular interest to Safeguarders 
might be Report 4: Professional Trust &            
Relationships in Children’s Hearings which        
provides some statistical detail and multi-agency 
perspectives on Safeguarder reports.  

 

 

 

 

 

SCRA Statistics  

SCRA have released their official statistics for 
2018/19. These show that in this period, 12,869 
children and young people in Scotland were     
referred to the Children’s Reporter – 10,881 on 
care and protection grounds and 2,824 on offence 
grounds.   

Click here for further information regarding 

these figures.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Safe & Together  

The summer newsletter contained information on 
a four day training event available to              
Safeguarders on the Safe & Together model. In 
recent years, a number of professionals from 
agencies throughout Edinburgh have been trained 
in the Safe & Together model, which is designed 
to support engagement with victims and            
perpetrators of domestic abuse to enhance the 
safety and wellbeing of children. The model is 
based on research and has been found to be     
effective when put into practice in parts of the 
USA. The Safe & Together implementation report 
(available here) addresses the ‘failure to          
protect’ narrative and outlines the general         
principles of the model and ‘critical components’. 
Safeguarders may find these are useful           
considerations when engaging with families 
where domestic abuse is or has been a factor.  
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https://www.chip-partnership.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/FINAL-REPORT_Our-Hearings-Our-Voice-Consultation-Response-on-incorporating-the-UNCRC-into-domestic-law-in-Scotland_002.pdf
https://www.ohov.co.uk/
https://www.chip-partnership.co.uk/latest-news/
https://www.chip-partnership.co.uk/2019/09/02/research-on-home-csos/
https://www.scra.gov.uk/2019/07/scras-official-statistics-2018-19/
https://www.scra.gov.uk/2019/07/scras-official-statistics-2018-19/
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/20110/domestic_abuse/1462/safe_and_together_edinburgh
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj8ir_EitPlAhUQ3xoKHa-XBqoQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nagaja.net%2Findex.php%3Fdocument_srl%3D24499&psig=AOvVaw3q8Wid8lTTBHvLZxzlrek8&ust=1573043684367340
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiCyKyjjdPlAhXPxYUKHcWGAlAQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fpixabay.com%2Fvectors%2Fpie-chart-diagram-statistics-parts-149727%2F&psig=AOvVaw3_bLInyqbFMMyikk-3xhnY&ust


Continuous Professional Development    
 

Power Up Power Down 

Safeguarders who have attended the Domestic 
Abuse requisite training course will be familiar 
with the resource power up power down. We 
thought it might be helpful to share this with the 
wider cohort as it reiterates some strong          
messages from children about the importance of 
obtaining their views and listening, the need to 
know who professionals are and what will happen 
with their information. Although the themes relate 
more specifically to children’s experiences of the 
court process in domestic violence situations, the 
messages are still of great relevance to           
Safeguarders when considering engagement with 
children in similar circumstances. You can also 
download the ‘super listener’ postcard which was 
created by the young people and outlines what is 
important to them in feeling listened to.  

The resources can be accessed here. 

The Home Office currently provide an e-learning 
resource which Safeguarders may find both      
interesting and informative. This concerns the risk 
of radicalisation of vulnerable young people and 
the part that we can play in supporting those at 
risk. 

Access this training resource here.  

Celebrated events  
 

World Kindness Day – 13 November 2019  

On this day, individuals and organisations are   
encouraged to promote good deeds and random 
acts of kindness. Anyone wishing to take part in 
this can find a range of resources including ideas 
for random acts of kindness both big and small on 
the Kindness UK website. A report undertaken 
by the Carnegie Trust UK also explores the 
practice of kindness – highlighting some of the 
barriers to relationships within organisations.  

 

Young Carers Awareness Day – 30 January 2020 

This is an annual event organised by Carers 
Trust, to raise awareness of the challenges faced 
by young carers and to campaign for greater    
support for them. As many as 1 in 5 secondary 
school children may be a young carer which can 
be isolating, worrying and stressful. Towards the 
end of November Carers Trust will be utilising 
different resources to encourage people to get   
involved in campaigning for increased support.  
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https://womensaid.scot/project/power-up-power-down/
http://www.elearning.prevent.homeoffice.gov.uk
http://www.kindnessuk.com
https://d1ssu070pg2v9i.cloudfront.net/pex/carnegie_uk_trust/2019/06/25090227/Practice-of-Kindness-Report-WEB.pdf
https://d1ssu070pg2v9i.cloudfront.net/pex/carnegie_uk_trust/2019/06/25090227/Practice-of-Kindness-Report-WEB.pdf
https://carers.org/

